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never

letter

HE
came” has, since the

CCr that
very beginning of
literature, been the
subject of song and

gtory More pathetie ballads

have been written on it than on

a your old oaken buckets, empty

rhairs, and old apple trees put

gether In heart interest it is
to home and mother,
and little prattling Goldenhairs. Fo
etory writers, it is more ~useful
than anv two other idanimate ob-

cts They owe more to ih even

'

second only

than they do to the lost will. They
have worked it 88 mercilessl?, hhw
ever, that the public is a bit skepti-,
cal—as skeptical as one’s personaly
friends when one says, *“Why,
didn’t you get my letter? Well, if
that isn't the strangest thing.™

The dear public, ke one’s own
friends, has ceased to believe in
the letter that never came It
smiles and says, “Well, Uncle Sam
is pretty reliable. The letter that
never came is the letter that mever
was sent.” Which may be trne in
r hundred and ninety-nine cases
out of a thousand. But there 1M
always the thousandth case, as ‘was
1itly emphasized up in _the 1it.
tie town of Stoughton. Mass., when
a voung girl received a letter mail-
ed more than a quarter of a cen-

y before she was born, and a
red old man was made
a message from a beloved
laid down his life for his
rv during the Richmond cam-
1ign more than forty years ago,
3 a middle-aged wife and mother
smiled tenderly over long-forgotten
memnories of a “boy and girl af-
fair” when she was the girl and a
gillant voung soldier who went off

E

@ war and never came back
in the case

vearg that letter was
h may not be “never,”
1 is “a long day."
Forty-six years ago in the troubled
days .“ it  preceding the firlhg on

Sumter, Massena Ballou Hawes, a

hig ambitions lad of twen-
ty-o teaching school 1in
} his lage, and pre
paring enter collegs.
Wit ) a v dead on a Vir-
ginia field. During the summer
of 1860, the young school teacher

of deeds as well as words, he enlisted

and went to the war, a

stood the

-eme test as to wh constitutes

3 ~ R — for
On October 23, 1860, just before

going to the front, he wrote a letter

to “‘My very dear Cousin Kate
een the lines of whi

how very dear” Cousin Kate was to

one may

the high-minded young soldler stu

dent about starting on the campaign

he never ret

now Mrs. Kate Crawbaugh. a ‘white-
haired old I: { in Cleyeland,

Ohio

After Iyinz in the dead letter of-
fice at Washingt
five that lgfter has just been
delivered to Elisha Hawes, of North
Stoughton, the ninety-two-vear-nid
father of the ‘dead soldier, and wiil

m . for over forty-

eventually = reach the person for
whom it was originally intended.

t came to remaln so long in
*ra dead letter office without beinz
festroyed or returned to the writer;
or why it was sent to the dead letter
office in the first place, cannot be
explajned

It is thought that some clérk there
rame across the letter, misglaid in
gonIe v miche untii now, and
thought he was returning it to the
original sender, as the address given
wias dtoughton, Mass.

It is Miss Bertha Hawes. niece of
the vr#'ter of it, who finally receiv-
ed and opened this quaint old-fash-
loned Aetter from a soldier lad of
the civil war to a bovhood sweet-
heart. She_is the granddaughter of
the whiteuzed 0ld man who has
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been made happy by this veritable
message from the dead, a message
whose non-delivery may have been
the undoing of a youthful remance.

Miss Hawes was surprised a few
weeks -ag0 t0 receive in her mail
a bulky packagze addressed to Mrs
B. Hawes. She was about to send
it _back wunopened, but on second

thought opened it and was amared
to find within the copy of the
Randolph newspaper dated 1860
containing the essay on “What Con-
stitutes True Bravery,” by, an?® a
letter from, Massina Baliou Hawes,
an uncle whom she had never seen,
but the story of whose death dur-
ing the Richmond earapaign in Vir-

-

ginia, when he was barely twenty-
two, she had known from childhood.
Both letter and paper were signed
M. B. Hawes in old-fashioned script
that ‘'made the signature look like
“Mrs. B. Hawee.” As they were
dated from  Stoughton, Mass, the
Dead Letter Office clerk who found
them undoubtedly thought he was
returning them to _the _original
sender. And Miss Bertha Hawes,
‘oncluding that Mre B. Hawes might
ghean her, opeded it
..wTo"the feeble white-haired father
~of* “M. B. Hawes"” this letter itself
is of more value than any inclos-
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_ 4OYEARS AGO

Tiny Package From the Dead Letter Office,

in Washington Discloses a Romance

e

ure of whote Importance the
regulation would take .cognizance

could possibly be

.

appeal to “My  very z
Kate” when she gets it no

say. It is.2asyto read

lines of the essay with fits
ideals™ and the leftter with its

quaint and ¢
dearment, the rom

high-minded lad just 7 !
college, wounded because he did
not hear from his beloved “Kate,”
and bravely offering his life for his
country, dying perhaps with her
name upon his lips and the thought
that she had forgotten him. It is a
letter to stir tender memories even

if the writer uever had seriousiy

-

touched the heart of hiz very dear

And to the feeble old grandfather
r beyond price. “It comes.”

“like & message from the
dead to comfort me in my old ages
He was only in the war six monthg
when I lost him and it has been my
Ereatest grief that I had no last
message from him. Now I can dis

happy, for it is as {f he had come

he says

back to talk to me and {n sorue way
makes me so sure that I shall sea
bim again soon™
his eyesight is failing,
] letter in his
gazing at it ré\'oranﬂ)'. and
i i again bat it ts
read to him.
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